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OUR RECENT NEWS 

 

 

EURO C1 (Advanced) language exam 

 

Would you like to take an advanced level language exam? The next EURO C1 exam is going 

to be on 7th May (application deadline was 8th April). Are you ready? If not or you think you 

can be better, enrol on our special exam-preparation course between 26 April – 6 May. Check 

our website for more information or send us an e-mail. 

 

 

EURO B2 (Intermediate) language exam 

 

Would you like to take an intermediate level language exam? The next EURO B2 exam is 

going to be on 14th May (application deadline was 15th April). Are you ready? If not or you 

think you can be better, enrol on our special exam-preparation course between 2 – 13 May. 

Check our website for more information or send us an e-mail. 

 

 

Recruitment period 

 

We are at the beginning of our recruitment period and we are happy to get your applications 

for our Study-tours due to be organized in the summer of 2011.   

 

Destinations and dates: 

 

Plymouth, England, 19 June – 3 July 2011 

Plymouth, England, 3 - 17 July 2011 

Dublin, Ireland, 17 - 31 July 2011 

Edinburgh, Scotland 31 July - 13 August 2011 

Malta 14 – 28 August 2011 

 

Visit our website for more information! 

 

 

 

AND NOW, IT’S TIME TO PRACTICE YOUR ENGLISH! 



Two astronauts were in a space ship circling high above the earth. One had to go on a space 

walk while the other stayed inside. When the space walker tried to get back inside the space 

ship, he discovered that the cabin door was locked, so he knocked. There was no answer. He 

knocked again, louder this time. There was still no answer. Finally he hammered at the door 

as hard as he could and heard a voice from inside the space ship saying, Who’s there? 

 

 

Gagarin 

 

The UN General Assembly has just 

adopted a resolution initiated by Russia 

declaring April 12 “International Day 

of Human Space Flight”. On April 12, 

1961, the Vostok spacecraft took the 

first ever human being – Soviet 

cosmonaut Yury Gagarin – into space.  

 

On March 9, 1934, a boy was born in 

the country-side west of Moscow. His 

name was Yuri Gagarin. In high-

school, Yuri decided to train as a 

technician, and attended a technical 

school on the outskirts of Moscow. He 

left school in 1951 as a trained metalworker and enrolled at an industrial college. While he 

was a student he became interested in aircraft and took lessons at a local flying school. Pretty 

soon, it became obvious that young Yuri had a natural talent for flying, and when he 

graduated from college in 1955, he joined the Soviet Air force. It became evident that 

Gagarin’s abilities as a pilot were beyond normal, and he was taken of normal duties to work 

as a test-pilot, flying new and experimental aircraft. 

 

Soon Yuri went to his officers and volunteered to become a cosmonaut. His name was passed 

on to the people in charge of the top-secret Soviet space-project, and after a while he was 

contacted by some representatives who wanted to test him. During the very tough and difficult 

training-period, Yuri obtained top grades from the instructors. Among other things Gagarin 

withstood 13 Gs in the centrifuge, and, as a part of the psychological training, sat in a 

soundless, lightless room for 24 hours. The official announcement of Gagarin as pilot was 

made on April 11, but he was privately informed on April 9. 

 

1961, at the age of 27, Gagarin left the earth. It was April the 12th, 9.07 Moscow time 

(launch-site, Baikonur) and 108 minutes later, he was back. The vessel used was the Soviet 

spaceship Vostok 1, which had a small one-manned spherical descent module with a diameter 

of 2.3 meters. The module was mounted on top of a module containing the engine system. 

Together these weighed less than five tonnes. The cosmonaut was strapped into an ejection 

seat, from which he would exit the descent module upon re-entry. 

 

During the flight of Vostok 1, Gagarin was not given control of his craft. This was because of 

the insecurity regarding reactions of the mind and physics in weightlessness. The Russians 

didn't want to risk the cosmonaut losing control over himself while in space, and thus 

endangering the mission. There was a key available in a sealed envelope which enabled the 

cosmonaut to take control over the vessel in case of an emergency. The Vostok also contained 



a supply of food and water for ten days in case of retrorocket failure. Due to the orbit chosen, 

the ship was expected to return naturally during this period. However, Gagarin did not 

encounter any problems.  

 

Upon return, the Vostok capsule itself landed too heavily, with an impact making it 

impossible for humans to remain inside during landing. Gagarin ejected at an altitude of 

approximately 7 kilometres, and landed safely. An old woman, her grand-daughter and a cow 

were the first beings to see him return to the planet. Yuri Gagarin’s flight into space was 

headline news all over the world, and he was awarded the medal and official title Hero of the 

Soviet union. 

 

He died seven years later, on March 7, 1968 (sometimes stated as the 27th).He died in an 

airplane accident, flying the MIG-15 as a test-pilot. By then he was 34 years old. 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY 

 

rocket science – a difficult activity that you need to be intelligent to do or understand. This 

word often shows that you do not think an activity is difficult at all. 

 

to give someone a rocket – to criticize someone in a very angry way 

 

space shuttle – a vehicle that travels into space and back to Earth and lands like a plane 

 

to look/stare into space – to look in front of you for a long time without seeing the things that 

are there because you are thinking about something else 

 

space suit – a set of clothes that allows people to move and breathe in space 

 

lift off – when an aircraft or space vehicle lifts off, it goes up from the ground into the air 

 

countdown – the counting of numbers backwards, for example from ten to zero, before 

something important happens 

 

crash landing – an occasion when an aircraft has to land in a sudden and dangerous way 

 

ascent – the process of moving to a higher level or position 

 

descent – the act of moving down to a lower place or position: 

 

to orbit – to move around a large object in space such as a planet 

 

probe – a vehicle containing cameras and other equipment that is sent into space to collect 

information and send it back to Earth 

 

mission control – a group of people who control a space flight from the ground, or the place 

where they do this 

 

 



GRAMMAR BITS 

 

Likely 

 

likely 

 

Likely is most often used as an adjective, meaning probable, (opposites unlikely / 

improbable). If something is likely, it is probably going to happen: 

 

The most likely cause of the fire in the stadium was an unextinguished cigarette.  

The most likely outcome to the investigation is that the stadium will have to be rebuilt.  

 

With the modifiers most, quite or very, likely is also sometimes used as an adverb, meaning 

most probably: 

 

They'll quite likely invite you out to eat in a restaurant when you're staying with them. 

  

 

it's likely that + clause 

 

Likely is quite often used with it as a preparatory subject: 

 

It's unlikely that this afternoon's session will last very long. It should be over by five o' clock. 

It's more than likely that I shall see Chris in Cambridge. I am almost certain to bump into 

him, in fact.  

 

 

be likely to + infinitive 

 

As an alternative, we can use the be unlikely to + infinitive construction with a normal 

subject, but probable cannot be used in this way: 

 

This afternoon's session is unlikely to last very long. 

I'm unlikely to be back late from the meeting. 

Are you likely to be staying in when you get back?  

The authorities are likely to be hard pressed to respond to the disaster.  

 

Note that if we wanted to use probably as an alternative in these examples, it would need to 

re-phrase them as follows: 

 

This afternoon's session will probably finish quite early. 

I shall probably be back quite early from the meeting. 

Will you probably stay in when you get back? 

The authorities will probably be hard pressed to respond to the disaster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXERCISES 

 

Choose which two options in each item are possible to complete the sentences. 

 

Example: I reckon there's a good possibility / chance / likelihood / odds the match will be 

cancelled. 

CORRECT: possibility, chance 

 

1 You'll have the chance / possibility / occasion / opportunity to look over the house 

tomorrow. 

CORRECT:  

 

2 The chances / odds / possibilities / probabilities are she will reject him. 

CORRECT: 

 

3 There's a distant / remote / far / distinct possibility that I'll be able to help after all. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

4 I have my doubts / uncertainties / beliefs / reservations as to this applicant's suitability. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

5 I'd stake / offer / bet / invest my mortgage on the fact that she's honest. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

6 Our new gardener's bound / convinced / hoped / certain to make a good job of cutting the 

hedge. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

7 The new student's bound / likely / sure / confident of passing the initial test. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

8 She's in any / little / no / full doubt as to the identity of the intruder. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

9 It doesn't look as -whether / though / how / if the meeting's going to take place. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

10 There will almost inevitably / probably / certainty / inconceivably be some teething 

troubles initially. 

CORRECT: 

 

 

 



Choose the best word or phrase to fill in the blanks.  

 

 

1. We went there every winter for over ten years, but we never ____________ the freezing 

weather. 

a. accustomed b. were used to c. were use to d. got used to 

 

2. When I was on my grandparent’s farm, I ____________ like ____________ the cows. 

a. did use to, milk b. use to, to milk c. used to, milk  d. used to, milking 

 

3. ____________ in politics, you must be thick-skinned and prepared to take risks. 

a. To succeed b. Succeeding c. Succeed d. For succeeding 

 

4. Visitors are expected ____________ between the hours of 9 and 11 a.m. daily. 

a. arrive b. to arrive c. arriving d. be arriving 

 

5. During the election campaign, the government said it ____________ taxes, but it still has 

not done anything. 

a. was lowering b. was going to lower     c. was to  d. would to lower 

 

6. He learned that his brother was working in a gas station ____________ his job as a car 

salesman. 

a. after he loses      b. when he was losing    c. after having lost d. as he lost 

 

7. You can use it ____________ shut. 

a. for stopping the door to slam b. to stop the door slamming 

c. to stop the door’s slamming d. for to stop the door slamming 

 

8. You will find their house ____________ you take a good street map with you. 

a. as long as b. even if c. unless d. otherwise 

 

9. We ____________ annoy him as he gets very angry. 

a. needn’t b. aren’t allowed to c. don’t have to  d. mustn’t 

 

10. I can’t give you the report on Friday because I ____________ it by then. 

a. will finish      b. won’t finish   c. won’t be finishing      d. won’t have finished 

 

 

 

You can find the keys to these exercises at the end of this newsletter on the last page.  

 

Well, that’s all for now. We hope you enjoyed our material and you are eager to receive the 

new one next week. Have fun and see you again soon! 

 

If you have any questions or comments, feel free to write to us at newsletter@shetland.hu 

 

 

 

 

 



Best regards, 

 

Shetland UK Nyelviskola 

1192 Budapest, Kábel utca 10. 

281-0822, 280-3123, 06-30-952-1202 

www.shetland.hu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE ANSWERS BELOW 
 

 

 

 

 



Here are the correct answers for the exercises: 

 

Choose which two options in each item are possible to complete the sentences. 

 

1 CORRECT: chance / opportunity 

2 CORRECT: chances / odds 

3 CORRECT: remote / distinct 

4 CORRECT: doubts / reservations 

5 CORRECT: stake / bet 

6 CORRECT: bound / certain 

7 CORRECT: sure / confident 

8 CORRECT: little / no 

9 CORRECT: though / if 

10 CORRECT: inevitably / certainly 

 

 

Choose the best word or phrase to fill in the blanks.  

 

1. d   2. d   3. a   4. b   5. b   

6. c   7. b   8. a   9. d   10. d 

 


